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 Statement on New Report Showing Crucial Role of 
Foundations in D.C. Juvenile Justice Reforms
Washington, D.C. - A new report released today by the Moriah Fund, the Carter and Melissa Cafritz Charitable Trust, the Meyer Foundation, and the Public Welfare Foundation shows how a collaborative effort between local D.C. foundations and national funders supported the transformation of the District’s juvenile justice agency. The report, Notorious to Notable, details how the agency was transformed from one of the worst to one of the most notable, winning recognition as one of the Top 50 Innovations in American Government by the Harvard University Kennedy School of Government.

Key accomplishments profiled in the report include:
· Closure of the notorious Oak Hill Youth Center, D.C.’s juvenile prison;
· Replacement of Oak Hill with a modern, award-winning facility, New Beginnings Youth Development Center, geared towards youth rehabilitation and development with a nationally acclaimed educational program, the Maya Angelou Academy;
· Dramatic reduction in the over-reliance on unnecessary incarceration in the District;
· Creation of a network of community-based alternatives to incarceration.
The report documents how leaders in the foundation community devoted their time to bringing other national and local foundations on board, while collaborating in a way that made the whole greater than the sum of the parts. Key strategies that foundations initiated included engaging funders, advocacy, strategic investments in programs, capacity building, and technical assistance.
"The foundation community's collective efforts to invest in overhauling the District's juvenile justice system have resulted in the closure of one of the nation's worst juvenile prisons.  We applaud the accomplishments that have been achieved through these efforts and reaffirm our support for continued success." 

· Rubie Coles, Associate Director, the Moriah Fund
"This initiative is a model for how foundations can work collaboratively to achieve positive outcomes for youth and the community.  Our efforts to partner with government and the non-profit sector achieved results well beyond what any one foundation or sector could do alone."

· Carmen James Lane, Senior Program Officer, the Meyer Foundation  
"One critical factor behind the D.C. reforms was the philanthropic support for advocacy efforts led by youth, community members and non-profit organizations.  These advocates demanded an end to the failed practices of the past, and continue to serve as a consistent voice in pushing the District to improve its approach toward juvenile justice."

· Katayoon Majd, Program Officer for Juvenile Justice, Public Welfare Foundation  
"The foundation community strongly supported major changes in how the District treated youth in the system and provided more support for youth after release.  We made our support known and visible and were pleased that city officials and others were responsive to charting a new and more effective approach towards supporting young people who come into contact with the legal system.”
· Mary Hallisy, Executive Director, Carter & Melissa Cafritz Charitable Trust  

###
The full report is available online at: 

http://giving.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/notorious-to-notable-final.pdf
